
	
	
  

BY EMAIL 

  

Dr Henrietta Hughes 

National Freedom to Speak Up Guardian 

Care Quality Commission 

  

27 May 2017 

  

Dear Dr Hughes, 

  

Whistleblowing governance failures at Staffordshire and Stoke on 
Trent Partnership Trust (SSTOP) 

  

I write to pass on a concern that SSOTP - the trust which was the 
prototype upon which the Speak Up Guardian model is based - has 
badly failed staff who raised concerns. 

  

Furthermore, the trust withheld information about the whistleblowing 
governance failures. 

  

I have summarised the issues in the attached paper. 

  

Many questions remain unanswered and this matter is clearly of great 
importance because it goes to the validity of the Freedom To Speak Up 



project. 

  

I ask that your office reviews these failures, and I also ask that your 
office does not promote the example of SSOTP as a model of good 
practice. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Minh Alexander 

 
  

cc Simon Stevens CEO NHS England 

    Jim Mackey CEO NHS Improvement 
 
    Sir Robert Francis CQC NED 
 
    David Behan CEO CQC 
 
    Dame Moira Gibb NHS England 
 
    Helen Buckingham NHS Improvement 
 
    Sir Amyas Morse Comptroller and Auditor General NAO 
 
    Lord Bew Committee on Standards in Public Life 
	


