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12 July, 2017
HM Deputy Chief Inspector of Prisons

MARTIN LOMAS

Dr Alexander Minh

(minhalexander@aol.com)

Dear Dr Alexander, 

Thank you for your email of 19th of June, where you requested information about whistle blowing disclosures to HMIP by Prison staff. Please accept my apologies for the delay in responding to your email. Taking each question in turn I respond as follows:

Q1. Please advise what data is held centrally regarding whistleblowing disclosures by prison staffs that are made to HMIP, and what fields feature in HMIP’s database
We rarely get whistleblowing disclosures from Prison staff and do not retain a database. 

Q2. In the last three years, has HMIP conducted any central analysis of whistleblowing disclosures and of action taken by HMIP in response to whistleblowing disclosures? If so, please disclose the relevant outcome(s) and related reports
We have undertaken no such analysis in the last three years. 

Q3. If the information is centrally held, please advise how many whistleblowing disclosures to HMIP in each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016 related to fire safety issues. If the information is categorised into different types of concerns, please give a breakdown of the types of fire safety issues that have been reported to HMIP by prison staff whistleblowers.
 I am not aware of any whistleblowing disclosure in respect of fire safety. 
 Q4. Does HMIP hold any central data on the numbers of self inflicted prison deaths that were related to fire setting? If so, please give the numbers of such deaths in each of the years 2014, 2015, 2016.
Data that we do hold in respect to deaths in custody is provided to us by HMPPS.  Data provided does not always indicate the precise means by which death occurred.  However, we are not aware of any self inflicted deaths by fire for the time frame you indicate. 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to: Mrs Lesley Young, HM Inspectorate of Prisons, 6th floor Victory House, 30-34 Kingsway, London WC2B 6EX. 

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF

 Yours sincerely 
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Martin Lomas 

Deputy Chief Inspector of Prisons 
